Chelmsley Wood East Pride in Place Community Fund - Helping Local People Make a Difference

Introduction
The Chelmsley Wood Neighbourhood Board is inviting groups and organisations, with a strong and established connection with Chelmsley Wood, to play a role in supporting the community’s involvement in the Pride In Place Plan. This is part of the roll-out of the UK Government’s Pride In Place Programme.
The Chelmsley Wood East Pride in Place Community Fund provides financial support for community-led projects, activities and events that make a positive difference to local people and neighbourhoods.
Grants will be awarded to support local groups, organisations and residents to deliver activities that strengthen community connections, improve wellbeing, develop skills and confidence, and empower local people to shape the future of their area.
We want to invest in ideas that build pride, opportunity and resilience within the Chelmsley Wood East community.

Fund Priorities
We welcome applications that support one or more of the following Pride in Place priorities.
Everyone Together
Supporting projects, events and activities that bring people together and strengthen community relationships.
We are particularly interested in:
· Activities that bring together people of different ages and generations.
· Events that connect people from different backgrounds, cultures and communities.
· Opportunities to share stories, experiences and traditions.
· Community celebrations and neighbourhood events.
· Heritage projects and events that celebrate the history of Chelmsley Wood and the people who have shaped the area.
· Activities that increase community pride and belonging.
Examples
· Community festivals and celebrations
· Intergenerational projects
· Cultural events
· Community meals
· Local history and heritage activities
· Arts and storytelling projects

Everyone Active
Supporting activities and events that promote positive health and wellbeing.
We are interested in projects that:
· Improve physical health and activity levels.
· Support mental health and emotional wellbeing.
· Reduce loneliness and social isolation.
· Encourage healthy lifestyles.
· Create opportunities for people to connect through positive activities.
Examples
· Health and wellbeing sessions
· Exercise and sports activities
· Walking groups
· Community gardening
· Wellbeing workshops
· Social groups and peer support activities

Everyone Learning
Supporting projects that help local people learn, share and develop skills.
We are interested in activities that help people build confidence, knowledge and opportunities.
This could include:
· Financial literacy and budgeting skills.
· Language and communication skills.
· Life skills and practical skills.
· Digital skills.
· Skill-sharing between generations.
· Learning opportunities that enable people to try something new.
We are also keen to support opportunities for local people to participate in activities or experiences they may not otherwise access, such as sports, educational visits and community trips.
Examples
· Money management workshops
· Digital inclusion projects
· Cookery and practical life skills sessions
· Language clubs
· Creative arts and craft workshops
· Sports participation programmes
· Community learning activities
· Educational visits and trips

Everyone Has the Power
Supporting projects that build community power, resilience and confidence.
We are interested in:
· Developing community leadership.
· Strengthening local groups and organisations.
· Supporting residents to influence local decisions.
· Building confidence, resilience and self-reliance.
· Growing community assets and resources.
· Encouraging skills sharing and mutual support.
We want to support activities that help local organisations and community groups become stronger, more sustainable and better equipped to serve local residents.
Examples
· Community leadership programmes
· Volunteer development projects
· Governance and organisational development
· Training for community groups
· Shared community resources and equipment
· Community planning and action projects
· Social economy initiatives

Who Can Apply?
· Groups or organisations with a track record of delivering activities in the Chelmsley Wood East area for at least the last two years, 
· Any group or organisation that is registered/based in and delivers in Chelmsley Wood East, 
· Any individual(s) who live in Chelmsley Wood East who are looking to develop a new group or activity for the community.
This includes:
· Community groups
· Resident associations
· Charities
· Faith groups
· Community Interest Companies (CICs)
· Social enterprises
· Voluntary organisations
· Informal community groups
Groups that do not currently have a bank account or constitution can still apply if an established organisation agrees to act as a sponsor and manage the funding on their behalf.
Activities must be delivered within the Pride in Place boundary and principally benefit people living within that area.
If your project falls partially outside the boundary but clearly benefits local residents, please contact us to discuss your proposal before applying.

How Much Can I Apply For?
Grants are available from:
£500 to £10,000
Funding can support project costs such as:
· Venue hire
· Equipment and materials
· Staff costs
· Volunteer expenses
· Transport
· Training costs
· Marketing and promotion
· Event delivery costs
· Small items of community equipment

Project Timescales
Projects must be completed and all funding spent by: 30 August 2027
Successful applicants will be required to provide a short evaluation or monitoring report demonstrating how their project has benefited local residents and contributed to the Pride in Place priorities.

What We Will Not Fund
We will not normally fund:
· Retrospective costs or activities that have already taken place.
· Political activities or campaigns.
· Activities that promote specific political parties.
· Activities that primarily benefit individuals.
· Statutory services or activities that organisations are legally required to provide.
· Projects that do not demonstrate a clear benefit to Chelmsley Wood East residents.

How Applications Will Be Assessed
Applications will be assessed against:
· Alignment with the Pride in Place priorities.
· Community need and local benefit.
· Number and diversity of people who are likely to benefit.
· Value for money.
· Deliverability of the project.
· Long-term community impact and sustainability where appropriate.
· Evidence of community involvement in developing the idea/activity/event/proposal

Grants Assessment Panel
Applications will be considered by a Grants Panel comprising:
· Three representatives from the Chelmsley Wood East Pride in Place Board.
· Representatives from Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council (SMBC).

Need Support?
We welcome applications from established, emerging and new community groups and organisations. If you would like to discuss your project idea, eligibility or the application process, please contact the Chelmsley Wood East Pride in Place Team by email at prideinplace@solihull.gov.uk. 
Together, we can create a stronger, healthier, more connected and empowered Chelmsley Wood East.
